Date: Wednesday, 21st of September 2022
To: The Minister of Migration and Asylum, Manos Mitarachi

Subject: Upcoming Ministerial Decision

Dear Mr Mitarachi,

We understand that there is a Ministerial Decision currently being drafted by the Ministry of Migration and
Asylum that aims to define categories of people who, after being granted recognised refugee status or
subsidiary protection, would be allowed to stay in the Closed Controlled Access Centres (CCAC) for more than
30 days post official recognition.

We are increasingly concerned about people with recognised refugee status who are facing homelessness and
who are at real risk of destitution after being forced to leave CCACs whilst waiting for their Greek residency 1D
card. Many of the affected individuals are often given the first appointment with the police to provide
fingerprints to begin the process of getting an ID one month after being granted status and will receive the
necessary document an additional month later.

The undersigned organisations urge the Asylum Service, the Reception and Identification Services and the
Hellenic Police to ensure that people receive their documents, in particular their residency ID card, in a timely
manner, namely within the 30-day period they are allowed to stay in the CCAC after receiving a positive
decision on their status. In case of a delay, people with recognised status should be permitted to remain in the
CCAC, if they so choose, until they receive their residency ID card. Being without post-recognition legal
documents outside the CCAC forces individuals into precarious situations and hinders their integration into
Greek society. They face challenges in secure work contracts or apartment leases, for example, leaving them
vulnerable to homelessness, exploitation, destitution and other risks. This exacerbates the many existing
obstacles recognized refugees face when trying to settle into Greek communities without adequate integration
support.

For asylum seekers and recognised refugees considered as vulnerable as per Articles 39(5)(d) and 58(1) Law
4636/2019, CCACs are not an adequate accommodation where they can find the support they need.
Rather than extending the stay of such people in CCACs, Greece must comply with its obligations to provide
specific guarantees with regard to the treatment of vulnerable individuals.




Pending the implementation of such accommodation programmes, we welcome the upcoming Ministerial
Decision that we hope will widen the scope for individuals to reside in the CCAC until they receive their
residency ID card. We request the inclusion of ‘people at risk of homelessness, precarious living
conditions and/or destitution because they do not yet have their residency ID card’ in the categories
of people permitted to stay longer than 30 days in CCACs post recognition in the upcoming Ministerial
Decision. This would ensure a temporary protection for people in vulnerable situations and relieve pressure on
the local communities by avoiding an unfolding homelessness crisis in Greece until a more sustainable
solution is found.

In this way, the undersigned organisations ask that the Ministry:

1. Ensure that vulnerable asylum seekers are accommodated in urban accommodation schemes, not in
CCAGs.

2. Take measures to ensure people receive their post-recognition documents, especially their Greek residency
ID card, on time and in a quick manner so they can leave the CCACs and integrate into society.

3. As a matter of last resort, allow people to stay longer than 30 days post-recognition in CCACs when they do
not yet have their Greek residency ID card. This can be achieved by including, ‘people at risk of
homelessness, precarious living conditions and/or destitution because they do not yet have their
residency ID card’ as a category of people in the upcoming Ministerial Decision.

Yours sincerely,

| HAVE RIGHTS.

Samos Volunteers

Human Rights Legal Project
Just Action

Choose Love

Project Armonia

Lighthouse Relief

Refugee Legal Support

Yoga and Sport With Refugees
Europe Must Act

Avocats Sans Frontieres France
ECHO100PLUS




AZLOTLUE KUPLE MNTaPAKN,

AVTAQBaVOLAoTE OTL CUVTACOETAL QUTH TN OTLYHN Jla YTTOUpYLKr) ATTO@acn Tou YTToupyelou MeTavaoteuong
Kal AcUAOU TIOU HE OKOTIO va Be0TilaTouv Katnyopleg avBpwmwy Tou, apotou AABouLV avayVwpPLoUEVO
KaBeOTWG TIPOCPUYA M) ETILKOUPLKN TTpoatacta Ba prmopolv va Stapévouy atny KAeLotr) EAeyyouevn Aopr) (KEA)
YLO TIEPLOCOTEPEG aTtO 30 NUEPEG PETA TNV ETTlON N QvayvwpLar| TOUG.

AuEAvetal N avnouxla pag oxeTikd Pe Ta dtopa HE avayvVwpLopEVo KaBeaTwe pdopuya ta omola kablotavtat
doTeyoL Kal Bplokovtal oe Tipaypatiko kKivéuvo eEabAlwong otav avaykalovtal va eykataieipouv tig KEA, evw
Bplokovtal og avapovr] TG EMNVIKAC AdELag TTAPAPOVAG Touc. MoAG arod Ta dtoua Tou ennpealovral ard
auTd, oUXVA EXOUV TO TIPWTO TOUC pavieBou Pe TNV actuvopia yla va Swoouv SAXTUALKA ATTOTUTIWHATA KAl Va
Eekvnoel n Slasdikacia ékdoong TNC KAPTAC TOUC €va Urva agotou AABouv To KABEOTWE TIPOOQUYQA KAl TIPETTEL
VA TIEPLUEVOUV EVaV ETTIUTAEOV Urva yila va AdBouv ta éyypagd Toug.

O katwbL opyavwaoelg ¢nrouv amd tnv Yrnpeola Aculou, Tig Yrinpeoleg Ymodoxng kat Tautormoinong kat Tnv
EAMNVLIKA Actuvoula va eEaa@aiioouy OTL oL evdla@epopevol AQUBAvouy Ta €yypagd Toug Kal Kuplwg tnv
EMNVLIKA KAPTA TTIAPAPOVAC TOUC, 600 To Suvatov TIo ypriyopa, dnhadn péoa otlg 30 PEPEG TIOU TOUG
ETITPETETAL VA Ttapapelvouy otnv KEA petd tn AfPn BeTkAG amd@acong OXETKA Ue TNV altnor) Toug. e
nepltwaon kKaBuaoTtépnaong, Ta Atopa umod avayvwplopevo kaBeotwg SteBvolg mpoaotactag, Ba mpémel va
ETITPETETAL VA Ttapapelvouy atny KEA, pocov To emiBupioly, YéxpL va AdBouv Tnv KEpTa Tapapovng toud. To
va Bplokovtal Xwelg VOULUOTIONTIKA &yypaga ekTOC Tng KEA pETA TNV avayvwplon TOoug O KABeoTw
SleBvoug Tpootactag, Toug avaykadel va €pBouv QVTLHETWITOL PE JLa KATAOTAoN EMLOEAAELAG KAl EUTTOSICEL
TNV EVOWUATWON TOUG OTNV EMNVLKE KOWwVLa. Tla Tapasdelypa, avTlpetwrtii{ouv SUOKOALEG 0TO va cuvaouy
VOULHEG OLPBAoELS epyactiag kal pioBwaong katolkiag kat agprivovtal ektefetpévol atov kivbuvo tng aoteylag,
TNG EKUETAMEVONG, TNG artoplag Kal AGAOUC KVSUVOUG. AUTO ETILSEWVWVEL TIC SN SUCHEVELC CUVBNKEC TTOU oL
AVayVWPLOPEVOL TIPOOPUYEC QVTLHETWITIOWY TNV TIPOOTIABELd TOUC VA eVOWHATWOOUV OtV eMNVLKA
Kowvwvla, eMelel katdMnAng otrplénc.

I TOUC AITOUVTEC ACUAOU KAl TOUC aVayVWPLOPEVOUG TTIPOCPUYEC TTIOU Bewpouvtal EUAAWTOL CULPWVA UE TA
apbpa 39 map. 5. €5. & kat 58 map. 1 Tou v. 4636/2019, OTWG €xOUV TPOTIOTIOINOEl PE LETAYEVEGTEPOUG
vopoug, ot KEA 8ev gival katdAAnAeg Sopég pLlogeviag 6mou Pmopoulv autd ta atopa va Adpouv
tnv utntootrpLn ou xpetadovrat. Avti va mektelvel T SLAPKELA TTAPAUOVAC AUTWY TWV ATOWY OTLG KEA,
N EAMAda Ba TpéTel va CUPPOPQWOEL E TNV UTTOXPEWAT TNG VA TIAPEXEL CUYKEKPLUEVEG EYYUNOELG OGOV apopd
TN WETAXELPLON TWV EUGAWTWY ATOUWV.




Ev avapovr) tnv €@appoyn¢ KatdAMnAwv Tpoypappdtwy  @uoteviag, kahwooploups Tnv  eTkelpevn
YToupykn Attépacn mou eATti{oupe OTL Ba eTITPEPEL OTOUG EVOLAPEPOLEVOUG VA TIAPAUEVOUY oTnv KEA uéxpL
va AdBouv TNV KAPTa Tapapovng Toug. ZnToupe va etirparel pe tTnv Ymoupyikr) Atdgpacn ota atopa Tou
avtpetwridouy tov kivbuvo va pelvouv AaTeyol, €TOPOAELC ouvBnkeg StaBlwong r/kat eEabAlwon, va
OUPTTEPANPBOUV OTLG KATNYOPLEC ATOPWY TIOU ETIITPETETAL VA Slapeivouv atic KEA yla Teplocodtepo amo 30
NUEPEC PETA TN ANPn BeTkAc amdpaonc yla tnv attnon touc. Autd Ba eEaodAlle TpoowpLvr) Tpootactia yla
Ta EUGAWTA ATopa Kat Ba Pelwve TNV TIEON TWV TOTILKWY KOWWVLWY, Amo@eVyovTas pla kplon aoteylag otnv
EAGSQ, pgxpLg otou Bpebel pia o Buwatun Avon.

Katd autdv tov TpoTo, ol KaTwhL opyavwaelg ntouv amo To Yroupyelo:

1.Na e€aopailoel OTL Ol EUGAWTOL ALTOUVTEG ACUAO PLAOEEVOUVTAL OE AOTIKA KATAAUHATA Kat OxL oTLg KEA.

2.Na AABeL pétpa yla va Eaa@alloel OTL Ta VORLUOTIONTIKA €yypa@a LUETA TNV avayvwpLar) Toug, 18lwe n
EMNVIKN K&PTa TIapapovng, ekdldovtal €ykalpa Kat ypryopda, oUTWE WOTE VA UTTIOPOUV VA EYKATAAEPOUV
TG KEA kat va evtayBoulv otnv kowwwvia.

3.7av égyatn AUon, va emtparnel ge autd ta dropa va Stapévouy otig KEA yla Tieploaotepo amod 30 nUEPES
LETA TNV QVayvwpLar ToUG, O TIEPUTTTWON TIoU SV €xouv AABEL koA TNV EMNVIKY  KAPTA TIAPAPOVNC
TOUC. AuTO Ba propouce va eEao@aALoTEL e TNV cupmepANYN Twy ATOUWY TIOU  QVTLLETWTTL{OLY TOV
klvbuvo va pelvouv  daoteyol, emlopalelc ouvBnkeg SlaBlwong r/kal eEabAlwon emeldn dev éxouv AAReL
QKOUA TNV KAPTA TTAPAPOVAC TOUG OTLG KATNYOPLEG aTOUwWY TNC ETIKELPEVNC YTIOUPYLKC ATTOQAONC.

Me ektlunon,

| HAVE RIGHTS.

Samos Volunteers

Human Rights Legal Project
Just Action

Choose Love

Project Armonia

Lighthouse Relief

Refugee Legal Support

Yoga and Sport With Refugees
Europe Must Act

Avocats Sans Frontieres France
ECHO100PLUS




